MHSA Sportsmanship Guidelines
From the MHSA Handbook
Coaching Staff
The coach bears the greatest burden of responsibility for sportsmanship. His/her influence
upon the attitudes and behavior of the players, the student body and the community is
unequalled. In order for good sportsmanship to become a reality, it is essential that the
coach subscribe to the values of sportsmanship and teach its principles through word and
deed. Specifically, it is recommended that the coach:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

Always set a good example for others to follow.
Instruct the players about their sportsmanship responsibilities.
Discipline those players who display unsportsmanlike behavior. If necessary, forfeit
their privileges of representing the school.
Be a good host to opponents; treat them as guests.
Provide opportunities for social interaction among coaches and players of both teams
before and after the contest.
Select only officials who have demonstrated the highest ethical standards.
Respect the official’s judgment and interpretation of the rules. Question them with
respect and dignity only when the game rules permit.
Publicly shake hands with the officials and opposing coach before and after the
contest.

Players
The responsibility of the players for sportsmanship is second in importance only to the
coach. Because players are admired and respected, they exert a great deal of influence over
the actions and behavior of the spectators. Desirable behavior for players would be to:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Treat opponents with respect that is due them as guests and fellow human beings.
Shake hands with opponents and wish them good luck before the contest.
Exercise self-control at all times, accepting decisions and abiding by them.
Respect the official’s judgment and interpretations of the rules. Never argue or make
gestures indicating dislike for a decision.
Do not communicate with the officials regarding the clarification of a ruling. This is
the captains’ responsibility.
Do not engage in celebrations/chants that will antagonize or embarrass an opponent.

Cheerleaders
1.
Stimulate and control crowd response.
2.
Choose the right cheers at the right time.
3.
Be certain that words used in a cheer do not inflame an audience.
4.
Avoid using bells, horns and noisemakers.
5.
Use gestures that are synchronized, pleasing to watch, and easy to follow.
6.
Divert the crowd’s attention by starting a positive yell if booing or improper cheers
develop.
7.
Do not conduct a cheer at the same time as the visiting cheerleading squad.
8.
School flags cannot be paraded in front of the opposing fans’ sections.
9.
School mascots cannot engage in antagonistic behavior and must remain in their own
cheering section.

Students
Students’ habits and reaction as spectators determine the quality of sportsmanship which
reflects upon the reputation of the school. Profane and abusive language and obnoxious
behavior have no place at an athletic contest.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

8.
9.
10.

Know and demonstrate good sportsmanship. Good sportsmanship means always
being positive with your response to the contest.
Respect and cooperate with the cheerleaders.
Respect the property of the school and the authority of the school officials.
Show respect for an injured player and do not heckle or jeer the opposing team.
Remember athletic contests and mood altering substances do not mix.
Do not use profanity in cheers or direct profane statements at officials, players,
coaches or opposing cheering sections.
Do not single out opposing players personally and heckle them by directing
derogatory or profane statements/chants at them. Racist remarks are never
acceptable.
Do not advance on the court or field to protest or communicate with officials, coaches
or players.
Do not direct offensive cheers/chants at opposing cheering sections.
Shirts must be worn at all contests.

Spectators
Fan behavior whether at home or away at athletic contests reflect on the entire community.
Hometown fans should treat out of-town guests with respect. Similarly, visiting fans
should treat their hosts—both individuals and property — with proper appreciation.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

8.

Know and demonstrate good sportsmanship.
Be positive. Cheer for your team rather than against the opposition.
Refrain from booing and name calling.
Respect the officials’ point of view. He/she is in charge and is doing his/her best.
Remember, athletic contests are, in one respect, just like driving, they do not mix
with mood altering substances.
Do not use profanity in cheers or direct profane statements at officials, players,
coaches or opposing cheering sections.
Do not single out opposing players personally and heckle them by directing
derogatory or profane statements/chants at them. Racist remarks are never
acceptable.
Do not advance on the court or field to protest or communicate with officials, coaches
or players.

